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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Welcome to 2021, FCC. May it be the best and most 
blessed ever! As we begin our journey into the new and 
out of the old, I encourage you to remember the ABCs 
for a New Year centered on Jesus. 

A – Accept Grace. We all need to be gracious with one 
another and with ourselves, and God has much grace 
for every need and challenge. Accept it! 

B – Be Holy. Our lives can and should reflect the Holy 
Spirit living inside each of us. God can do remarkable 
things through a Christian dedicated to holy living! 

C – Communicate Truth. Jesus said knowing the truth is 
key to living free. We have the truth of God’s Word, and 
it is our privilege and calling to share it! 

Pray for me, brothers and sisters, and be assured of my 
prayers for each of you. 

I am profoundly grateful to serve among you. 

- T. J. 
Upcoming Events 

Monday, January 18th 
- Upward Begins 
Thursday, January 21st 
- Young & Rested Canasta, 9:30 am 
Sunday, 31st 
- FCC 1-Y-B Challenge 2021 Dessert Fellowship, 6 

pm, Venture Youth Room 
Wednesday, February 3rd 
- Sacred Warrior Martial Arts, 5-5:20 pm (ages 5-

7); 5:30-6:30 (ages 8-adult) 
- Kingdom Kids and Venture Youth, 7 pm 
- Midweek Prayer and Study, 7 pm (on campus 

and online) 
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Are you ready to READ ALL THE BIBLE? Take the 
FCC 1-Y-B (1-Year-Bible) Challenge and make a 
fascinating and enriching journey through the 
pages of Scripture as you join others reading from 
Genesis 1 thru Revelation 22. Here’s how it works! 
- Select your format(s) to experience the Bible. I 

(T. J.) use an audio Bible as well as a print 
version to follow along and read footnotes. My 
version this year is the C. S. Lewis Bible, New 
Revised Standard Version (available at Amazon 
for Kindle and in print). 

- Read the weekly Old Testament, Psalms, and 
New Testament selections provided on the 
back page of each Sunday’s bulletin. 

- Join the monthly conversation (cleverly 
disguised as a dessert fellowship!) as a way to 
stay accountable and find encouragement and 
insight from others as we discuss what we read 
that particular month. Our first discussion is 
Sunday, January 31st, 6 pm in the Venture 
Youth Room. Bring your Bible, a dessert, and 
join in the fellowship! 

- In case you are wondering…it is okay to start at 
any time during the year. Just begin with that 
week’s readings and keep going! Eventually, 
we’ll come around to what you missed when 
we do this again next year! 

- Gain the confidence and joy that come from 
dedicating time to God’s Word! 

 

Remember…no one will ever 
stand before the Lord on  the last 
day  an d say , “I’m sorry , Lord. I 
should not have spen t so much 

time reading my  Bible.” 
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An Encouraging Word… 

(Beginning this month, we are pleased to share 
submissions from ministry leaders in the FCC body. This 
month’s Encouraging Word is written by Stephanie 
Lewis, FCC Women’s Ministry Leader.) 

One thing this year has given my family is a weekly 
movie night. We snuggle up, have a picnic supper in our 
living room, and watch a movie we haven’t yet seen. 
Some movies have been favorites, some flops, but The 
Chronicles of Narnia have been a recent treasure. It has 
been such a joy to be able to watch our children’s faces 
as they take in this magical world and then jump out of 
their seats as they excitedly connect the plot of the 
movie to the stories in Scripture.  

It’s in the second movie that the Narnians are in 
desperate need of help, and the youngest sister Lucy is 
impatiently expectant for Aslan’s arrival. She stirs from 
her sleep one morning and can sense that Aslan is 
calling for her. She begins to walk past the trees and 
into the forest. And in the way that God’s Spirit 
whispers, the flowers whirl around Lucy leading her 
through the trees to find Aslan.  

This scene felt so reminiscent of how this past year has 
felt for me.   

I am not sure about you, but there is so much from this 
last year that I would really like to forget. There were 
many great things that happened, like the hours I spent 
listening to the sound of bare feet running through the 
house, the countless dinners we had together as a 
family, and the feeling of joy I felt watching our children 
sing and dance to worship songs on the TV on Sunday 
mornings.  But this year has also been one filled with 
hurts, heartaches, anger, and the drawing out of some 
ugly sin hidden in my heart.  

It is through those hurts and hang-ups that I feel like the 
enemy has built a wall of trees in front of me this past 
year. I’ve been so distracted by each and every tree that 
I haven’t been able to easily find the forest, and I have 
said out loud more times that I can count, “Where are 
you, Jesus?”  

Imagine if Lucy had woken up to the pull of Aslan’s call 
but instead of following, she had stopped at each tree. 
What if she had examined each one closely only to find 
knots in the trunk or the bark peeling off? What if she 

moved along from tree to tree bothered that they were 
in her way, instead of appreciating the gifts that they do 
give to her—shelter, air, and some trees even 
sustenance.  

The Enemy is a master of distraction. And I have 
definitely been guilty of following his hand directing my 
gaze to the trees instead of tuning my ears to hear the 
sound of the Spirit’s whisper in my heart. But just like 
God does, He has offered us another way. He has 
invited us to look up from these distractions and follow 
Him. Titus 3 tells us, “At one time we too were foolish, 
disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, 
being hated and hating one another.  But when the 
kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved 
us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing 
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he 
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This 
is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these 
things, so that those who have trusted in God may be 
careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. 
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.” 

Let’s enter this new year together turning away from 
the things that have distracted us and instead follow His 
voice to do what is good. Happy 2021! 

 


