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WELCOME TO DECEMBER, FCC! 
I suspect that most of you, like me, are more than ready 
for 2020 to give way to 2021. And who can blame us? 
What a year it has been! Yet, as we come to the last 
month on the calendar, we also come to the Advent and 
Christmas seasons—times of expectation and hope, of 
joy and wonder. My prayer for all of us as we finish out 
2020 and look to a better, brighter 2021 is that God 
may give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and hearts to 
receive and share His grace and perfect love. Joy to the 
world! The Lord is come! Let earth receive her king! 
Grateful for all of you, 
- T. J. 

 
 

Key Dates for December 2020 
Thursday, December 17th 
  - Young & Rested Canasta, 9:30 am 
Thursday, December 24th – Christmas Eve 
  - Candlelight Services @ 4, 5:30, and 7 pm 
Friday, December 25th – Christmas Day 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



Th e  C h r is t ia n  S e n t in e l  –  De c e mb e r  2 0 2 0  
F ir s t  C h r is t ia n  C h u r c h  ~  W e s t  F r a n k f o r t , IL ~  f c c w f .o r g  

 

 
2 

Love: Incarnate and Crucified 

Hello Church, 

Earlier this year I had a class writing assignment asking 
us to discuss what happens when we, finite humans, try 
to imagine an infinite God. While we may often be 
awestruck by the power, might, glory, and presence of 
an unlimited God, I chose to focus on something more 
relatable- His person, as found in Jesus. There are two 
predominate image associations that come to mind. The 
first is that of a humble, innocent, loving and forgiving 
man, of normally average description, hanging bloody 
and beaten on a cross; the crucifixion. This image 
normally evokes two responses in me; sorrow and 
gratitude. The second image is that of a newborn baby, 
messy, and crying and in need of comfort, protection, 
and love. This image normally evokes empathy and a 
joyful hope, pondering the person and actions of God, 
who assumed a humble flesh like that of our own.  

Philippians 2: 6-8 comes to mind, which bridges the gap 
of these images and emotions. Many years ago, Jenny 
and I worked and then walked through a Journey to 
Bethlehem “living” nativity here at the church. The 
manger scene was the final stop in the activities. The 
mother playing the part of Mary was tired and 
embarrassed that her baby, playing the part of Jesus, 
was miserable, hot, needed changed and crying. I loved 
it! I told her that I was moved deeply to see a more 
accurate portrayal of our newborn Savior.  

What Love! God loved so much that he gave himself in 
birth- to humbleness, humility, exposure, need, and 
dependency. What Love! God loved so much that he 
gave himself in death- to ridicule, humiliation, exposure, 
slander, and sacrifice. Love risks self for the benefit of 
others; “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each 
of you to the interests of the others. In your 
relationships with one another, have the same mindset 
as Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:3-5). Let us rejoice in and share 
the love of Christ found in his birth, life, and sacrifice! 

- Tim 
 

 
 
Did you know that “Joy to the World” was not written 
as a Christmas carol? In its original form, it had nothing 
to do with Christmas. It wasn’t even written to be a 
song. 
 
Isaac Watts is one of the great hymn writers in church 
history, and I guess nothing shows that better than the 
fact that he wrote one of his most famous hymns by 
accident. In 1719, Watts published a book of poems in 
which each poem was based on a psalm. But rather 
than just translate the original Old Testament texts, he 
adjusted them to refer more explicitly to the work of 
Jesus as it had been revealed in the New Testament. 
 
One of those poems was an adaptation of Psalm 98. 
Watts interpreted this psalm as a celebration of Jesus’ 
role as King of both His church and the whole world. 
More than a century later, the second half of this poem 
was slightly adapted and set to music to give us what 
has become one of the most famous of all Christmas 
carols. (https://www.crossway.org/articles/a-brief-
history-of-joy-to-the-world/) 


