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Important Dates for September 
 - 7th Labor Day – Church Office Closed 
 - 13th Sunday School Resumes, 9:30 am 
 - 13th Memorial Presentation Honoring Tim Uhls 

 
Discipleship Helps for September 

Week One – September 1-5 
Read Ephesians ~ Pray for Those Battling Addiction 

Week Two – September 6-12 
Read Joshua 1-12 ~ Pray for Sunday School Teachers 

Week Three – September 13-19 
Read Joshua 13-24 ~ Pray for Unsaved Loved Ones  

Week Four – September 20-26 
Read Philippians ~ Pray for FCC’s Elders 

Week Five – September 27-30 
Read James ~ Pray for FCC’s Widows and Widowers 

 
ACCORDING TO HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 

(by T. J. Gentry, Sr. Minister) 
“I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness.” 
(Psalm 7:17a) 
Have you ever found it difficult to stay focused during a 
worship service? You should be singing, or agreeing in 
prayer, or preparing to commune, but all you seem to 
notice is everything happening around you.  
Rather than the words of the song, you notice the voice 
of the person next to you, or across the sanctuary. They 
are loud or off-key and you are distracted. Rather than 
joining your heart to the prayer offered by another, you 
find yourself counting how many times they say “um” or 
“just” or some other word or phrase. They appear to 
stumble through a prayer, and you are distracted. 
Rather than giving yourself wholly to the moment of 
communion as you receive the bread and cup, your 
thoughts turn to how so-and-so sitting in front of you is 
moving around. They fidget, and you are distracted. 
All this opportunity for worship – the singing, the 
prayer, the communion - and there you are out of focus 
and out of sorts. This happens. To all of us. Maybe more 
than we want to admit. On the one hand this is the 
reality of worship in an imperfect setting, part of 
worship this side of heaven. So, a certain amount of 
distraction is to be expected, even embraced as a 
reminder that we are not in heaven yet. 
However, there is something we can do to help with 
what we find distracting during worship. I don’t mean 

go across the sanctuary and tell the loud and off-key 
singer to quiet down. I don’t mean pull aside the one 
praying with “ums” and “justs” and instruct them in 
proper address to the Almighty, and I certainly don’t 
mean grab the shoulder of the person in front of you 
who struggles to sit still during communion.  
What we need to do to overcome distractions is 
remember that the focus of our worship is on God and 
His righteousness. There are plenty of times in Scripture 
when the Lord decides to correct worshipers, and 
unless He is showing up in your service to correct the 
singing and praying and communion follies, then 
perhaps your best approach is to simply ask Him to help 
you get your eyes off the imperfect around you (and in 
you) so that you can look to Him and praise Him for who 
He is. Sounds simple enough, and you may be tempted 
to doubt if it works. It does. I promise.  

As a matter of fact, I am quite confident that someone 
has asked God to help them get their eyes off you 
during a worship service so that they can better focus 
on Him. They see you wince over the singing you don’t 
like. They notice your change in position when the 
prayer falls into repetitious words. They see you fidget 
with frustration when someone around you can’t sit still 
during communion. The same thing they ask of God 
when they see you and are distracted by you is what we 
should all ask of Him: Lord, will you kindly help us praise 
You according to Your righteousness? 
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“I believe in Christianity as I believe that 
the sun has risen: not only because I see it, 

but because by it I see everything else.” 

― C. S. Lewis 

 
CHOOSING FAITH OVER FEAR 

(by Tim Ditch, Administrator & Volunteer Coordinator) 

Hello, Church! I have been seeing so much fear in and 
around our world today. It seems like so many 
discussions and decisions are being made from or 
centered around fear. Some of these are truly intended 
for good things, while other may not be intended for 
good at all. It is often very hard to see clearly when our 
decisions are being made from fear, due to the nature 
we assume when are afraid. 

While scriptures like Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 1:7, and 
even Isaiah 11:1-3 concern the “fear of the Lord”, that 
fear is in conjunction with reverence to God. Those 
convey a healthy form of fear. The kind of fear that I am 
addressing is different. Decisions made as a reaction 
from being afraid instill confusion, lack of focus, and 
hectic thoughts instead of rational thoughts and 
cohesiveness.  

This kind of fear is countered in Scriptures such as Psalm 
23, Ezra 3: 2-3, Philippians 1: 12-14, and Acts 4:13-20. It 
can be overcome. It is not that fear doesn’t exist, or that 
people should not fear at all, but we should trust in God 
despite our fears. The antithesis to fear is trust. We see 
this illustrated in the life of Peter when Jesus calls him 
out onto the waves (Matt. 14: 23-31). The disciples 
were frightened, but when Jesus tells Peter to walk out 
onto the waves with Him, he does! However, when 
Peter focuses on the storm and waves, the fear set in.  

Jesus’ reply to Peter sinking wasn’t “What a crazy 
random happenstance!”, instead He said, “You of little 
faith-why did you doubt?” Peter’s diminishing faith 
produced doubt, all because of fear. He let his fear of 
the storm be bigger than his faith in Jesus to handle it. 
We do the same, don’t we? Jesus is bigger than the 
storm, but He also didn’t calm the storm before calling 
Peter to join Him.  

I think we often ask for God to call us to join in His acts, 
but instead of stepping out in obedience we want Him 
to make everything calm first. If Peter had little faith, 

what does that say of us? God is bigger than all our 
individual storms. Do we have faith that He will equip us 
with what we need to traverse the dark, or will our fear 
of the dark keep us from bearing His light into a lost 
chaotic world? Whatever your storm, and mine, God 
can and will enable us as we need if we trust Him more 
than we fear the storm. Let us remember that trust is a 
choice. 


