
The Sign of Jonah? 

(by Tim Ditch, Administrator) 

In the New Testament we find the accounts of numerous teachings of Jesus. Sometimes he is teaching 

directed to his disciples, sometimes to large crowds, to Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, and sometimes to religious 

and political leaders that wish him dead. Some of the most intriguing teachings of Jesus, to me at least, come 

from him addressing and rebuking the Pharisees and teachers of the law. Take for instance Matthew 12: 22-45 

and Luke 11:14-32. After casting out a demon from a deaf and blind man, the Pharisees accuse Jesus of doing 

so by the power of “the prince of demons”, while others demanded of him a sign from heaven (Matt. 12:22-

24, 38; Luke 11:14-16, NIV). 

Between being accused of performing miracles by the power of Beelzebul, and then demanding a sign 

from heaven to declare otherwise, Jesus has some very stern words to deliver to these accusers. First, he 

makes it clear that any kingdom divided against itself will not stand, and that if he does not do his works by 

that power, then the kingdom of God has come upon them (and they should be really careful about what they 

do next). Jesus declares that “whoever is not with me is against me” and therefore also against God’s kingdom 

and against the Spirit (Matt. 12:25-28; Luke 11:23, NIV). Adding to this statement, Jesus makes it very clear in 

the Matthew account that “anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age, 

or in the age to come” (Matt. 12:32, NIV). This is a serious warning! 

Jesus labels them “a wicked and adulterous generation” for asking for a sign (as if what he has already 

done is not enough), and then tells them that no sign will be given except the sign of Jonah (Matt. 12:39; Luke 

11:29). Some sense of an explanation is given comparing Jonah’s three days and three nights in the huge fish 

to Jesus’ declaration that “the 

Son of Man will be three days 

and three nights in the heart of 

the earth” (Matt. 12:40, NIV). 

This is where is gets interesting; 

when Jesus says that the men 

of Nineveh had repented at the 

preaching of Jonah (Matt. 

12:41). Wasn’t the focus 

supposed to be a sign, not on 

preaching? Luke’s account says 

that “Jonah was a sign to the 

Ninevites, so also will the Son 

of Man be to this generation” (Luke 11:30, NIV). But Jonah’s being in the belly of the great fish or his exit was 

not witnessed by the Ninevites, that happened somewhere between Joppa (along the Mediterranean coast of 

Israel) and Tarshish, putting him much more than 200 miles in the opposite direction of Nineveh, in Assyria. He 

was nowhere near the Ninevites. So, what is the meaning of this “sign of Jonah” if it isn’t referring to people 

witnessing his return from the depths? 

Jonah preached God’s message against wicked Nineveh- and they believed God, fasted, repented, and 

turned from their evil ways (Jonah 3:5-10, Matt. 12:41; Luke 11:32). They repented at the preaching of God’s 

word! God sent a message and messenger of redemption and reconciliation, not just to the Israelites, but to a 

foreign people lost in wickedness and far from God. Jesus has returned from the grave even if we did not 

witness it—and he fulfills the message of repentance and redemption. Amen! The question is, do we confess 

and repent like Nineveh, or do we refuse to listen to Jesus. “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of 

God and obey it” (Luke 11:28, NIV). 

 

 

 

 

 



March 28, 2021 

Dear First Christian Church Family: 

I write today with exciting news! After a time of prayerful discernment, in-depth discussion, and due 
diligence, the Elders have unanimously and with great conviction decided to move forward with the launch of 
a Christian school at FCC. Several factors contributed to making this major decision, not the least of which is 
the genuine need and opportunity in Franklin County and the surrounding region to provide a substantive 
choice for families desiring a place for their children to receive an education reflective of their Christian 
convictions.  

Along with the Elders, I believe our church has been strategically placed and immensely blessed by God 
for this Christian school initiative. We covet your prayers as the planning for the Fall 2021 launch is underway, 
and we invite you to join us on Sunday evening, April 11 at 6 pm for a congregational informational meeting 
where more details will be provided, and you will have a chance to ask questions and discuss with us more 
about the upcoming launch. 

Here are a few of the details to help you in your prayers: 

• The launch will begin with grades K-8, with the school year in-session from the Tuesday after Labor Day 
to the Friday before Memorial Day. 

• Beginning the second year of the program, High School grades will be added one year at a time until 
the school functions fully as a K-12 program. 

• The school will be a member of the Association of Christian Schools International  (acsi.org) and will 
eventually seek ACSI accreditation and participate in ACSI teacher and administrator certification. 

• The administration will be as follows: 
o T. J. Gentry, Head of School/Superintendent 
o Sondra Humphreys, Principal 
o Analisa Woods, Vice-Principal (Analisa will also continue as Director of Student Ministries) 

• Curriculum used will draw upon the excellent resources of ABEKA (abeka.com), primarily, with some 
tailoring used for individual topics. 

Again, thank you for your prayers as we take this bold and vital step forward in God’s mission for FCC. We 
look forward to further discussion on April 11. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

T. J. Gentry, DMin, PhD 
Senior Minister 
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FCC April Happenings 
Sunday, 11 April  
 6 pm – Congregation Meeting to Discuss K-8 School Initiative 
Thursday, 15 April  
 9:30 am – Young and Rested Canasta 
 6 pm – Weekly Basketball  Open Gym Begins 
Saturday, 17 April  

8 am – Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
2 pm – Venture Youth Spring Extravaganza 

Sunday, 18 April  
11:45 am – Elders’ Meeting 
2 pm – Good Shepherd Ministry Training Academy 
5 pm – Deep Dive Discussion 
6 pm – One Year Bible Dessert Fellowship 

Saturday, 24 April  
 10 am – Sacred Warrior Martial Arts Krav Maga Seminar 
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