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Ready or not, here it 
comes! 2020 Back to 
School is upon us, and this 
promises to be an 
interesting and challenging 
year, no doubt! As we look to the days and weeks 
ahead, may we remember that God is good, His mercy 
endures forever, and He will make a way where there 
seems to be no way. Pray for our teachers, for our 
students, for our families, and for our nation. With 
God’s help this can and will be a momentous year of 
learning, love, and laughter as we grow together! 

Important Dates for August 
9th Back to School Sunday 

15th Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 7 am 
16th Sunday School Resumes, 9:30 am 

19th Venture Youth Resumes, 7 pm 
20th Young and Rested Canasta, 9:30 am 
20th Back to School Prayer Rally, 6:30 pm 
27th Sacred Warrior Martial Arts Begins 

Pre-K-1st grade 4:15-4:35 pm 
2nd-6th grade 4:45-5:25 pm 

7th grade-Adult 5:35-6:35 pm 

 
Discipleship Helps for August 

Week One – August 2-8 
Read: Galatians ~ Pray for Campus Missionaries 

Week Two – August 9-15 
Read: Psalm 119 ~ Pray for Public School Teachers 

Week Three – August 16-22 
Read: 1 John ~ Pray for Sunday School Teachers  

Week Four – August 23-29 
Read: Proverbs 23-29 ~ Pray for Homeschool Families 

 

 

SOMETIMES, LOSING IS GOOD. 
(by T. J. Gentry, FCC Sr. Minister) 

“He who loses his life for My sake will find it.” (Mt. 10:39) 

Have you ever felt lost in a crowd? You look around and 
see the people, hear the sounds, feel the hustle and bustle 
of life around you…and yet, you feel lost. You are caught in 
the flow of everything beyond yourself, and for a fleeting 
moment you don’t know where you are or where you fit-in 
amid the cacophony of life all around you. You’re not 
alone, but you feel lost. 

It’s a surreal feeling, the feeling of being lost to 
yourself…lost when you are with others but still out-of-
sorts with who and where you are at that moment. An odd 
experience of self-awareness that leads you to viscerally 
sense the gravity and big-ness of everything around 
you…and the small-ness of yourself. Read that last bit 
again. An odd experience of self-awareness that leads you 
to viscerally sense the gravity and big-ness of everything 
around you…and the small-ness of yourself.  

Would you believe this is what Jesus wants for your life? 
Does it seem odd to consider that Jesus is possibly closer 
to you than ever when you feel the most lost and unsure 
of yourself?  

You are unsure of how you connect to everything and 
everyone around you, and feeling, well…lost to yourself. 
And yet, it’s at that moment that the door for a divine 
encounter presents itself to you. When you feel lost even 
to yourself, it is then that you can step through – step out 
of – yourself and into God’s presence. You experience it 
for just a moment at first, and then a little longer, until you 
finally realize that being lost to yourself is really the key to 
finding your true self and to living in God’s presence.  

It is through the door of losing yourself, and only through 
that door, that you will find the identity God desires for 
you. A desire which is rooted in His love and purposes, and 
drips with abundance of mercy, grace, and healing. What 
you and I lack in ourselves, we find when we lose 
ourselves to Him. We may feel lost in the crowd but losing 
ourselves may just be…is…the first step to finding God. 

 

“It is the present living generation that gives 
character and spirit to the next. Hence the 
paramount importance of accomplished 
and energetic teachers in forming the taste, 
the manners and the character of the 
coming age.” ― Alexander Campbell 
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INTRODUCING… 

SWMA is a ministry of FCC that brings together the 
discipline and fun of learning martial arts with the 

serious business of Christian discipleship. Open to ages 
Pre-K to Adult, SWMA is set to begin instruction on 

Thursday, August 27 in the FCC Life Center. Each class 
includes realistic self-defense instruction, calisthenics 

and stretching, and training in the forms and weaponry 
of classical Japanese Ju Jitsu and Chinese Kung Fu. All 

material is taught from a Christian worldview, and rank 
progression includes Scripture memorization and 

character development. If you or someone you know is 
interested, plan to attend on the 27th and begin the 

journey to black belt! All classes will observe 
appropriate precautions related to COVID-19. The age 

groupings and schedule for SWMA are as follows: 

PreK-1st grade, 4:15-4:35 pm 
2nd-6th grade, 4:45-5:25 pm 

7th grade-Adult, 5:35-6:35 pm 

All classes will observe appropriate COVID-19 
precautions. Student check-in and check-out required 

for safety and accountability reasons. There is no tuition 
for the instruction, but uniforms, weapons, and belts for 

promotion require a nominal fee to be paid to FCC. 

 

HELLO, CHURCH! 
(by Tim Ditch, FCC Administrator & Volunteer Coordinator) 

We have been working hard on expanding our church 
website to be a useful and practical resource for the 
church. Please visit our church website fccwf.org to check 
out sermon videos, weekly and monthly documents, 
devotionals, and many more resources. Also, our Kingdom 
Kids program has been developing video lessons for our 
Pre-K through 6th grade kids, and they are doing a 
wonderful job! Those videos will be found on our website 
under the PreK-6th tab in the menu. We are working to 
provide as many opportunities to engage God’s word 
online while our church members and families struggle 
with changing schedules, routines, and health precautions. 

I also wanted to take a moment to describe a unique 
ministry that I have the pleasure to be a part of since April 
of this year. After our state had started quarantine 
procedures due to Covid-19 concerns, I was really 
struggling with our church and Sunday School classes not 
being able to meet in person. As I was experiencing some 
frustrations with trying to use Facebook as a way for our 
class to study and have discussions, my wife suggested 
that I create a podcast as a teaching platform. So, I did. 

For those of you who do not know what a podcast is: it is a 
way of making audio files available online. There are all 
kinds of podcasts; news, satirical, talk-shows, religious, 
entertainment, sports, business, technology, and a whole 
lot more. Over the last two years, I started listening to 
some religious-themed podcasts during my drive to work 
and my lunchbreaks. I’ve also had some various exposure 
to music and audio recording in the past. So, when Jenny 
suggested creating recordings for a Podcast, it wasn’t too 
far into unfamiliar territory. 

The name of our podcast is Curious Scenes, and the goal 
was to create a script based around the study of themes in 
the biblical narrative. So far, we have completed a 3-
episode series on Samson (Judges 13-16) and we are 
currently in a series centered around the themes and 
Rabbinic teaching methods found in Matthew 18. Each 
episode treats the study of scripture seriously, while also 
having a sense of humor. These episodes are first 
presented to the Out of Water Sunday School class, and 
their questions and comments help define what topics are 
discussed in future episodes. 

All the completed episodes are now available on our 
church website (fccwf.org) under the Resources tab. 
Please feel free to check it out or share it with others that 
you think may be interested. Wherever we go, let’s make 
disciples! (Mt. 28:19) 


