
• employment goals and permanent housing goals for each cl ient .  The Spares ‘N Spares class 
provides the evening meal at  the shelter the second Tuesday of each month. We usual ly  
prepare and serve between 10 to 20 meals.  Roger Turner,  a fr iend, coworker,  and brother in 
Christ,  usually  plays guitar  and sings as we serve. This month we also provided each res ident 
with a “We Care K it”.  How heartwarming it  was to see each resident look through their bag and 
remark at how wonderful,  and necessary,  each item was. I  let  them know that these items were 
being shared because of the love of Jesus and the way to Him is  outl ined on the attached card. 
If  you, or your group have questions and/or desire to serve at the Lighthouse Shelter please 
contact me. I f  you are not attending Sunday School you are welcome to join us!  

 
Kingdom Kids Update (by Analisa Woods)  

Have You Heard? Beginning February 3rd,  K ingdom Kids Wednesday Night is  BACK! Do you have a 
loved one or know someone who has a chi ld in preschool-6th grade? Then,  do we have something 
for them! Kingdom Kids Wednesday night is  here 
again,  and it ’s  a great place for kids to br ing fr iends,  
discover more about Jesus,  and have fun! We are so 
excited to get back at it ,  witness to others,  and grow 
together as an important part of the Body of Chr ist!  
Our new program inc ludes puppet shows, sk its,  
science experiements,  and much more! Al l  these 
things are going to be super fun and a great  tool to 
help others understand the Word of God, but what 
we are most excited for is  to watch these precious 
kids grow in their fa ith in God.  
 

Dear Ladies (by Stephanie Lewis)  
I  know that I  am not the only one who could look back over 2020 and f ind the ways that the 

year hurt them. I ’m sure that when we look at our hearts we could al l  f ind scars caused by 
sickness,  uncertainty,  loss,  and loneliness.  Not to mention the “uncivi l  war” over pol it ical  issues 
that took place across  our country,  on our  social  media outlets,  and in our  relat ionships with 
people who s it  a few pews from us. It ’s  been hard. It ’s  been dark.  It  felt  hopeless,  at  t imes. Or at 
least that is  how this past year has felt  for me.  

I  have a lways tr ied to serve in women’s ministry from a place of transparency. I  hate the 
fake smil ing “everything is  great!”  cheerful  response we give to each other when ins ide we are 
crumbl ing. And I  think that is  why as this year is  start ing I  am hesitant to dive back into the 
studies and fe l lowship opportunit ies we had before. How do I  pick  up growing closer to God and 
closer to al l  of  you when I  feel  l ike there are  so many things,  hurts ,  s ins,  tr ials  and temptations,  
that I  have hidden. How do I  lead from behind the wall  I  know I  have buil t?The truth is,  I ’m can’t.  
And I  am not…. This last  year so many of my prior it ies have gotten shuffled. And as embarrass ing 
as it  i s  to admit that,  in the latter part  of the year I  probably read the news more than my Bible.  
The fear,  anxiety,  anger,  and uncertainty have felt  l ike hands keeping me from catching my breath.  
My t ime in God’s word, my t ime with our Christ ian brothers and sisters,  and my t ime in worship 
have al l  gone down while s imultaneously my anxiety,  my blood pressure,  and my weight  have al l  
gone up. It  has not been a pretty sight .   

But if  you remember that whisper of God’s voice I  mentioned last  month, I  am hearing it  
louder now. And I  keep being reminded that  the darkness  doesn’t  last  forever.  Easter  is  coming,  
He has r isen, and there is  glor ious l ight and hope to be reminded of.  But f irst ,  we have to be 
wil l ing to walk out of the tombs we’ve built  for ourselves.  And I  wi l l  be the f irst  to admit  that  
leaving that darkness  and stepping into His marvelous l ight feels overwhelming and sadly 
unfamil iar.   

Which is  why I  am asking you, i f  you’ l l  take those steps with me. If  we can hold hands 
together and intentionally  set our hearts on the celebration of the Risen Savior .  I  know our church 
has not always celebrated the Lenten season, but start ing Wednesday, 
February 17, I  am asking i f  you wil l  start  walking 40-days towards Jesus.  
Using the devotional Journey to the Cross:  Forty Days to Prepare Your 
Heart for  Easter  by ( In)courage Community,  I  want us  to intentionally  
spend t ime in scr ipture reading,  prayer,  and reflection. Al l  in an effort  
to “set aside the chaos and concerns of everyday l i fe to focus on Christ .”  
Because Lord knows that is  what I  need.  

I  want to leave you Psalm 145:8-21, one of the portions of 
scripture se lected for Journey to the Cross :   

“Th e Lord  is  gracious  an d merci fu l ,  s low to  anger  and abound ing  in  s teadfast  lov e.  The Lord 
is  good to a l l ,  and h is  mercy  is  ov er  a l l  that  he  has  mad e.  Al l  you r  works  shal l  g ive thanks  to  
you,  O Lord,  and  a l l  you r  sa in ts  shal l  b less  you!  Th ey sha l l  s peak o f  the  glory  o f  your  
k ingd om and  tel l  o f  you r  power,  to  make known  to th e chi ldren of  man your[b ]  mighty  
deeds,  an d th e glor ious  sp len dor of  your  k in gdom. Your k in gdom is  an ever last ing k in gdom, 
and you r dominion  endu res  throu ghout  a l l  gen erat ions .  Th e Lord is  fa i th ful  in  a l l  h is  words  
and k in d in  a l l  h is  works .  The Lord uph olds  a l l  who are fa l l ing and ra is es  up a l l  who are 
bowed down.  Th e ey es  of  a l l  look to  you,  and y ou g ive  th em th ei r  food  in  du e s eason .  You 
open your  hand ;  you  sat is fy  th e d es ire of  ev ery  l iv in g th ing .  Th e Lord is  r ighteous  in  a l l  h is  
ways  and k ind in  a l l  h is  works .  Th e Lord  is  n ear  to  a l l  who  ca l l  on h im,  to  a l l  who ca l l  on h im 
in  truth.  He fu l f i l l s  the  des i re  o f  th ose wh o fear  h im; h e a lso h ears  th ei r  c ry  and s aves  th em. 
Th e Lord p reserv es  a l l  who lov e h im,  bu t  a l l  th e wicked h e wi l l  d estroy.  My mouth  wi l l  sp eak  
the p ra ise o f  th e Lord,  and let  a l l  f les h b less  h is  holy  name forever  and  ever .”  
I f  you are interested in joining this study, you may sign up on the church website,  and books 

can be purchased through chr ist ianbook.com. There wil l  a lso be an online Facebook group where 
we wil l  share what God is  doing in our hearts during this t ime, as well  as a Zoom cal l  every other 
week. I  am looking forward to taking this journey with you!  

 
A Word to the Venture Youth (by Matt and Jamie Bays)  

Recently,  a fr iend asked me (Jamie) what I  thought l i fe would be l ike when things get “back 
to normal”.  I  struggled to have an answer. For Matt and I ,  many things in  our l i fe have changed in 
the last  year.  This t ime last  year I  was entrenched in an intense 18 credit  hour semester learning a 
new profess ion. Halfway through the semester we were plunged into the isolat ion of a pandemic. 
Somewhere in the midst of the f irst  months of the pandemic we were given the opportunity to 
take on a leadership role in the Venture youth ministry.  Matt and I  began serving with the Venture 
team in 2018. We prayed about  the decis ion to take on a larger role though so many unknowns 

were in the picture,  including feel ing l ike novices compared to 
many of the other long-t ime volunteers in our congregation. 
However,  God had already cal led us several  months earl ier.  Matt  
sensed a prompting from God that we needed to be ready for our 
next step into ministry.  Despite my anxieties about stepping up I  
have focused on a passage from Hebrews 13:  20-21. 
“Now may th e God of  p eace who b rou ght  aga in  f rom th e d ead  
our  Lord J esus ,  the  great  shep herd o f  the  sheep ,  by  th e b lood 
of  the  eterna l  covenant,  equ ip  you  with  ev erything good that  
you may do  h is  wi l l ,  working  in  us  that  which is  p leas in g in  h is  
s ight ,  through  Jesus  Ch r ist ,  to  whom b e glory  forev er  and ev er .  
Amen ”  

Since agreeing to serve in this capacity,  more changes have occurred. I  spent 6 months 
l iv ing in Eff ingham during the week and at home on the weekends to complete a cl inical  rotation. 
During this t ime Matthew held our house and our dog together.  We were able to begin teaching 
the Venture Sunday School class .  This has been a great joy to us to  f ind these students who are 
just start ing their journeys with Chr ist.  We have a deep love for the intr icate connections of 
Scripture. Over the last  few months,  we have studied wisdom l iterature in the Bible including 



Proverbs,  Eccles iastes,  and now Job. As a class we just read Job 9:33-35. Job cr ies out,  “ If  only 
there were someone to mediate between us,  someone to bring us together,  someone to remove 
God’s rod from me, so his terror would fr ighten me no more. Then I  would speak up without fear 
of him, but as it  now stands with me, I  cannot.”  Job is  non-Israel ite with no promise of a  Messiah, 
yet he is  st i l l  crying out for a mediator,  a savior.  He is  crying out for Jesus without  even knowing 
that is  who he needs. Many people,  including students,  are l ike Job. They search for a savior they 
don’t  yet know. Thankful ly,  Christ  has left  bel ievers with a charge to be his hands and feet;  to be 
the ambassadors us ing his example. Matt and I  are honored to be part of that good work. We are 
most excited for the opportunity that we have to disciple the group of young adults  that  wil l  
eventual ly  be the leaders of the church. No matter how small  or large we start  out,  the main goal 
is  to build harvesters that wil l  go before us and make disc iples of al l  the nat ions. Venture wil l  
start  back on Wednesday nights on February 3rd from 7 to 8 PM. We can’t  wait  to grow with our 
students and see what  changes happen in us  and them. 
 

Hello Church (by Tim Ditch)  
What we think about God matters! Bel ieving that God exists is  only step one into a journey 

of faith.  I t  is  not the only step, not by far .  In  fact,  how we think about him actual ly  carr ies more 
signif icance than believing that He is  real.  Bel ief does not create loyalty or thankfulness,  and 
ascribing to thoughts about God’s existence does not produce faith.  Afteral l ,  “You believe that 
there is  one God. Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder” (James 2:19).   

Much l ike the evi l  spir its  portrayed in scripture,  the 
Pharisees also believed that God existed, they believed he 
was the creator,  that he is  sovereign,  and they were 
extremely famil iar with God’s word, but it  did not cult ivate 
closeness with God. Jesus even condemns the Pharisees 
saying that they “honor me with their l ips,  but their hearts 
are far from me. They worship me in vain” (Matt.  15:8-9).  
Did you catch that? There are some who worship God that 
are st i l l  far from him. Do we kid ourselves that bel ieving in 
or worshipping God should be done with hardened hearts?  

God does exist ,  and God is  sovereign, but what do 
you think He is  l ike? What is  his  character?  Does God cause suffering in order for hol iness to be 
acknowledged? Does God wish i l l  of  others?  I  hope your answer is  no. But these are real  concepts 
that are brought out in statements l ike “this is  just  part  of God’s plan” or “everything happens for 
a reason”. Suffer ing,  s ickness,  and death is  real,  but that does not mean that it  is  God’s design or 
wil l .  God being able to use al l  c ircumstances for good is  not the same as al l  c ircumstances being 
God’s des ire.  If  the latter were true,  then good and evi l  become indist inguishable,  and sin couldn’t  
exit .  Tel l ing someone that God’s wil l  for them includes s ickness and suffering is  very dif ferent than 
lett ing them know that God wants good for them, loves them, and is  able to use things outside of 
his  desire to the benefit  of his  r ighteous kingdom (Rom. 8:28).  That is  who God is .  Let us not 
misrepresent His character and power.  
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Christian Sentinel – February 2021 
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Welcome to the February 2021 Christ ian Sentinel!  Our format has  changed a bit  and al l  for the 
good! Beginning this edit ion we inc lude art ic les and updates from various ministry leaders,  as wel l  
as other important happenings within the FCC family…AND…starting in March, the Christ ian 
Sentinel  wi l l  inc lude conversion test imonies  from our members.  What a great way to share the 
good news of God’s love and encourage one another as we recount  His k indness toward a l l  of  us!  

 
February Happenings at FCC 

• Wednesday, 3 February,  7 pm – Kingdom Kids and Venture Youth resume 
• Monday, 8 February – Sacred Warr ior Martia l  Arts begins  

o  5-5:20 pm – Litt le Warriors (ages 4-6/Pre-K and 1s t  grade)  
o  5:30-6 pm – Karate Kids (ages 7-9/2n d  and 3r d  grades)  
o  6:10-7:30 pm – Youth/Adult  Bujutsu (ages 10+/4 t h  grade and up)  

• Monday, 15 February – Presidents’  Day (off ice closed;  no mart ial  arts)  
• Wednesday, 17 February – Ash Wednesday/Lenten Season begins  
• Thursday, 18 February,  9:30 am – Young and Rested Canasta 
• Saturday, 20 February,  9 am – Men’s Fel lowship Breakfast  
• Sunday, 21 February  

o  2:30 pm – Ministry Training Academy 
o  5 pm – Deep Dive Discussion 
o  6 pm – One Year Bible  Dessert Fel lowship 

 

Introducing… Analisa,  Trent,  and Ashton! 
On Sunday, January 24th, the E lders approved offers of employment to our newest non-ordained 
staff  members:  Analisa Woods, Trent Grider,  and Ashton Gentry.  Anal isa br ings her  years of 
experience with students and joins the team as our ful l -t ime Director of Student Ministries (Pre-K 
– College),  and wil l  begin her dut ies as such of March 1st.  Trent br ings his technical  expertise to 
FCC as our part-t ime Director of Technology,  joined by Ashton with her musical  g ift ing as our part -
t ime Director of Worship (Trent and Ashton off ic ia l ly  began on January 25th) .  Please join in 
welcoming and encouraging Analisa,  Trent,  and Ashton in their  new roles of servant  leadership,  
and let  us al l  give God heartfe lt  thanks for continuing to bless FCC in so many ways! Yay,  team! 

 
Greetings from the Spares ‘N Pairs Class  (by  Larry Martin)  

We have a couple of fair ly  new and excit ing outreach programs we wish to share with you.  
• 1st:  During the past year or so we have been preparing “We Care Kits”  for indiv iduals in  need. 

Seamstress Carolyn Place has designed, sewn, and donated many cloth bags,  approximately 8” x 
10” x 6” in s ize,  with an attached carry handle. Fel low class members donate essent ial  items 
(socks,  hats,  g loves,  dental  care items, toi letries,  etc)  and f i l l  each bag. Then c lass volunteers 
distr ibute the f i l led bags to indiv iduals in need throughout 
surrounding communit ies.  Each bag is  designated for a male or 
female,  according to contents,  and attached to the handle  is  a 
card that expla ins who we are,  contact information, and what 
they need to do to become a Christ ian.  

• 2nd: Our class serves once a month at the Lighthouse Shelter  in 
Marion. The shelter is  faith based and strives to break the cycle 
of homelessness in our area by coordinating services to meet 
the bas ic needs of food, shelter,  and healthcare for their  
c l ients.  They provide case management services that inc lude 


