
Welcome to First Christian Church! 
We are so glad you are here! If this is your first time joining us and/or if 
you have a prayer request, please complete a Welcome/Prayer Card, and 
place it in the offering plate or in the offering box. Thank you! 

 
This Week 

Today 

• 9 am, Worship 

• 10 am, Sunday School 

• 11 am, Adult Christmas Bell Choir Practice (Upstairs) 

• 6 pm, One Year Bible Dessert Fellowship for November 
Wednesday – Thanksgiving Eve 

• CCA Thanksgiving Break Begins; FCC Office Closed; No Services 

 
Prayer Concerns 

Health Concerns: Scott Williams, Hudson Pace, Becky McGee, Sloan 
Brown, Tim Woods, Roger Chance, Bob and Winnie Kinison, Keith Alsip, 
Roy McDaniel, Janet Reeves, Jackson Ogden, Avery Potter, Bob Means, 
Jerry Wicker, John Shum, Dee Wallace, Donna Bozarth, Terri Stewart, 
Missy Story, Heather Vogel, Brian Clark, Marcia and Roger Raubach, Leah 
Black, Allison Lawrence, A. J. Farkis, Jan Jansco, Sue Bellamy, Barbara 
Wilmore, Jim Scuder, Virgil Russell, Denny Bush, Mary Wallace, Heather 
Sloan, Barbara Winnet, Buddy Zachary, Ella Curry, Lowell Riegel, Guy 
Henry, Debi Turner, Charles Martie, Jr., Amanda Brewer, Kelly Burkitt, 
Nancy Denton, Gina Toms, Shirley Williams, Wendy Russell 
Other Concerns: Widows and Widowers of FCC, Compass Christian 
Academy, Members of the Armed Forces, Southern Illinois Christian 
Service Camp, Missionaries, Government and Church Leaders 

 

God’s People Gathered – Last Sunday, November 14 
Worship: 136 / Sunday School: 71 
God’s People Gave – November 

Offering: $10,808 (through November 14) 
Budget: $29,595 

 

To give online, text “Give” to 618-242-4481 or visit 
www.fccwf.org/giving. Thank you! God loves a cheerful giver! 

 

Young & Rested Senior Adult Ministry 
Big Band Christmas, Monday, December 13, Badgett Theater 
(Tickets $25; lunch in Paducah; bus leaves church at 9:30 am) 

For more information about these and other events, 
contact Marilyn Simpson or Barb Mercer. 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S ONE YEAR BIBLE READINGS 
Week 47: Daniel 8-12; Hosea 1-10; 

Psalms 139-140; 1 Peter 3-5; 2 Peter 1-3 

 
The 2022 election for church officers and the budget 
will be held on-site on NEXT SUNDAY, November 28. 

All who received a ballot last year were mailed a 
notification letter and sample ballot. Copies of the 
notification letter, ballot, and budget are posted on 
the bulletin board in the office copier room. If you 
would like to cast an absentee ballot, please contact 

Trent Grider at 618-932-6360 or tgrider@fccwf.org. Absentee 
ballots must be cast by Sunday, November 28. 

 
K-8th registration for the 2022 Upward 
Basketball and Cheerleading season is now 
open at registration.upward.org/UPW81172. 
Early registration (by December 11) is $62 
per child for basketball and $60 for 
cheerleading. After December 11, registration is $65 for basketball 
and $62 for cheerleading. Deadline for registration is January 8.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider this…  A weekly thought from T. J. 
EVANGELISM ENLARGES MY VIEW OF THE KINGDOM 

(Adapted from Chapter 9 of T. J.’s book You Shall Be My Witnesses: Reflections on 
Sharing the Gospel, available in print and for Kindle at Amazon.com.) 

 

vangelism is a like a panoramic lens in relation to our view of 
the kingdom. When we consistently do it, we begin to see a much 
bigger picture before us. We start to perceive the church as a very 
big body; much bigger than the four walls of our own congregation 

or theological camp. If we are not careful, we may even conclude that there 
are Christians outside our own denomination!  

Seriously, it is amazing and a bit unnerving to see the doctrinal barbed 
wire separating Christians begin to come down when we evangelize. Now, 
before you write me off as some starry-eyed ecumenical minimalist, hear this. 
I am not saying that doctrine is unimportant, and I am not minimizing the 
need for careful theological commitments. I am saying, however, that 
evangelism has a certain way of uniting the ranks. It brings disparate parts of 
the church together at the center, where the focus is on man’s need and 
God’s solution. It brings us to a simple, basic understanding of the cross 
where Jesus died to save sinners.  

Yes, I know that all of that requires interpretation and nuance, but have 
you ever noticed that in the entire book of Acts, for example, not one gospel 
presentation bears the mark of any theological commitment or system 
beyond mere Christianity? The details come out after the conversions; the 
gospel given, however, is simple and straightforward. Man is a sinner. Jesus 
is the Savior. All who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. Period. 
And a commitment to this type of basic evangelistic proclamation by 
Christians of many different persuasions is the means God chose to reach 
the world.  

Again, seriously consider what evangelism forces us to do. If we commit 
to sharing the simple gospel, we will have to do so with broadly evangelical 
statements that anyone who truly believes in salvation by grace through faith 
in Christ alone will agree with. There is no 
evangelism tract that I know of that 
presents the gospel by teaching some 
denominational dogma. We all share a 
basic message that, on the surface at least, 
we agree upon. We agree below the 
surface as well. We all believe that Jesus is 
our only hope for salvation, and that 
regeneration is essential, and that we 
cannot merit God’s love or favor. The 
details beyond that are important, but not 
in the actual work of evangelism. 
Discipleship is where fine points of theology are made, and the theological 
jot and tittle are taught. In evangelism, though, we focus on the basics. And 
the “we” doing the focusing is a very big group; as I said, a much bigger 
group than our congregation or denomination. It is truly a big kingdom 
when we look at the ranks of evangelists.  
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What is your goal in evangelism? Do you want to see converts to Christ 
more than anything else? Would you evangelize even if you knew those 
converted would go to someone else’s church? Do you want to see converts 
to Christ or converts to your confession?   

The underlying question is this. Is your confessional commitment more 
important than the simple gospel? While I agree that it is difficult to separate 
one’s systematic understanding of the gospel from the actual gospel message, 
it is possible and even necessary. Commit to the gospel and look around at 
those with the same commitments. Some wear suits and dresses, some wear 
jeans and t-shirts, some sing hymns, some have a worship band with 
contemporary music, and some look just like you. If the Jesus is the same, do 
you really need to make your preferences the issue? I think you know the 
answer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Do you want to be right with God and have a fresh start? 
 

The solution is as simple as ABCD: 
 

A:  Admit that you are a sinner in need of a Savior. 
 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… The wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 3:23, 6:23) 
 

B:  Believe that God’s only Son, Jesus, died to pay for your sins and rose from the dead so 
that you can have a relationship with God and spend eternity in Heaven. 

 

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 

 

C:  Confess your faith that Jesus is Lord, repent, and be baptized into Christ for the 
remission of your sins. 

 

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) 
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) 

 

D:  Dedicate yourself to God’s Word and His people. 
 

“They continued…in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 

Notes from Today’s Message 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The LORD’s Day 
Sunday, November 21, 2021 
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