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Welcome to 
November!  

 
Key Dates for November 2020 

Wednesday, November 11th 
  - Happy Veterans Day! 
Sunday, November 15th 
  - Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due 
Wednesday, November 18th 
  - Enquiring Minds #16, FB Live, 7 pm 
Thursday, November 19th 
  - Young & Rested Breakfast and Canasta, 9:30 am 
Thursday, November 26th 
  - Happy Thanksgiving! 
Monday, November 30th 
  - Church Election Ballots Must Be Postmarked 

 
THE GIVING DESIGN 

(by Tim Ditch, Administrator & Volunteer Coordinator) 

Hello Church, 

I’ve been reading The God-Shaped Brain by Timothy R. 
Jennings.  A theme that really stuck out to me quickly 
was- love generates giving.  Naturally mothers and 
fathers give to their children, new human life gives to 
the mutual good of the community, the community 
gives benefits back to the individual and families.  This is 
not forced benevolence or humanitarianism; it is the 
way God designed life to function.  

Just consider the way the world is designed.  God gives 
energy to the sun, the sun gives light and life to the 
earth’s ecosystem, plants  give this energy to the earth 
by way of its fruits and oxygen, we give back to the 
plants and ecosystems by way of carbon dioxide, 
husbandry, productivity.  This is God’s blueprint for all 
functions of creation.  Giving.  God is love (1John 4), and 
by his own will and order requires giving.  God the 
Father gives life (Gen. 1, Acts 17:24-25), gives his Son to 

redeem life that has been corrupted (1Tim. 2:5-6), and 
gives the Holy Spirit to sanctify life to eternal glory 
(Rom. 8:2).   

Giving is part of God’s character and made evident in 
his creation, order, work, and love- intended to be the 
way of living (John 10:10).  Jennings gives an illustration 
of the corruption of God’s giving design; “If a body of 
water separates from the circle and ceases to flow, it 
stagnates and everything in it dies” and again, “the 
Dead Sea takes from the Jordan River but gives nothing 
in return”.  The Dead Sea’s ceasing to function within 
the giving design causes life to decay instead of flourish.  
There’s nothing wrong with receiving, but it goes 
against God’s design for us not to be giving.  We should 
be giving to our spouses, friends, neighbors, 
community, and even those that we do not know.  All 
acts of love, forgiveness, mercy, kindness, patience, and 
compassion require one thing- to be given.  Just as God 
designed.  

 

Due to challenges posed by COVID-19, this year’s 
church officer election and budget approval will be 
conducted by mail-in 
ballot only. All who 
voted in the election in 
January 2020 for T. J.’s 
call as minister will 
receive a ballot. If you 
did not vote in January 
2020 and would like to 
receive a ballot, please 
contact the church office at 618-932-6360 or email 
your request to Tim Ditch, tditch@fccwf.org.   

 


